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What evidence is there to say that the teachings of the early Vedas are accurately represented
in the early Buddhist Suttas belonging to the Suttapitaka of the Pali Canon?
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Discuss the role of sacred revelation (anussati or suti according to Buddhism) in the
early Vedic Period.
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Examine whether there is an early Buddhist critique of the concept of Brahman referred
to in the Upanishads.
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To what extent did the Upanishadic sages use speculative reason as a means of arriving at truths
relating to the nature of existence?
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Discuss the sense in which the teaching of the Buddha could appropriately be seen as a
Middle Way in the context of the Pre-Buddhist philosophical background.
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What were the principal objectionable elements in the pre-Buddhist notion of Self in terms of the
Buddhist critique of that notion?
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Is there evidence for the presence of a conception of a causal order of existence in the Pre-Buddhist

philosophical systems? Give reasons for your answer.
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In what respects did the recluse (samana) traditions of the Pre-Buddhist period differ from the
dominant Brahmana tradition of the time.
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Make your observations on the philosophical basis on which austere ascetic practices were adopted
as a means of liberation by pre-Buddhist religious teachers paying attention to the Buddha’s
criticism of those practices.
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How was ultimate liberation conceived in Pre-Buddhist systems of thought? Discuss how those
conceptions of liberation differ from that which the Buddha introduced.
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